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ds BTANLEY WOOLSTON MAKES LIKE AN FDITOR

1
——

Len Noffadt, origimator of }oonghine, likes ta 100k in on FAPA %o
see how things are going. S0 it wagn't hard to get him to write
gomething. To the folks who wrote suggesting that Len is the one
most suited to edit this zine, you can imagine he' - back again and
I'm merely the "filler." Actually I'm a bit lonely holding down
this zine alone. I have a hope that Len will be won back any year
now.,

8imce Len wrote hig plece, there has been two Outlarder mee t-
ings, one at my place ami another over 30 miles away in Log An-
geles, at the home of Alan Hershey. Alan, hig wife amd son are
worderful hosts and wonderful people. Except I got jealous of
David, the babe; he got two meals to my one.

Alan wag coy with bis invitation, too. He sent a post-card
without & return address. But though I didn't know where he haa
moved I got there anyway. I'm gly that way.

This remimg me of the recent message from Rotgler, in his
most recent FAPAzine. He thirkts I should have enough brains to
use his 0ld address if he doesn't put it on a card. TWell, it go
happened, Will, that I knew your addresses, but didn't know if you
were at home or at school. Maybe you were ®eXxpelled, for all I
k new.

I'm pleaged at the imdividuality in the latest mailing. Uaybe
FAPA would be boring if taken weekly, but as it is there are plenty
of different viewpoints. It reminds me of dozens of bull-segsions
going on at the same time.

e S S e S s G B s S G e Gme sem s G e S e G s G e B e e s S s == s

In the "pocket book" editions there have been quite a few items
I'm looking forward to reading or rereading., That item on Li'l
Abner, for example. Already I've began to read 7 arts...The twin-
ned }Vgﬁﬂ Worldg Collide amd sequel will be grabbed, ough I have
the Iirset one in book form and have read both. Al so Huxley's Bra
New World. These are books I'd suggest for most fans, if they have
not read them., They're exciting amd tegll gtorigg. Most early of
I've read hag faded, but not these. I suspect, on rereading, thér
political and sociological sides will stamd out stronger in my
mird today.
' The two articles by Leota Nyhus have been in my possession long
enough for me to almosgt forget them. They'll ghow the old FAPAN
what the youngfan might thirk about. Not that Leota pretemds to
be a fan; her three kids keep her close to the house, amd ghe has
been away from my piles of mags amd books for yearss But she still
discusses s~f items with me, such as in book reviews. She tells me
Mosgher, who wrote Space Patrol, died in an accident a few days ago.
The Damgite article suggests that atompowdred stations might not be
common in this part of the ceuntry for a while, anyway. We can re-
serve the atompower for where it's needed: interplanetary ard

intersteller travel...
P.S.—-Leotal!s my yourger sister.
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Future Tenre edited hy Kendell Foster Crossen (Greenbergs
Publisher, N. ¥, 364 pp. 33,50)

This anthology 1s an improvement over Crossen's

previous collection for Greenberg (Adv e ;g'xggggzgg.
1951), which was by no means & poor collection itself,

His Introduction cries out for more. subjective writers,
for more "angry men" who use their stories to satirize, point
up, and otherwise rldicule the folbles of their times, I'll
go along with this, though I think there are more “angry men®
writing atf than Crossen thinks, I'll even go along with
his.definition of literature--which, at last, nglu%gg
stf--but I can't agree with his statement that %,,.two
of the finest writers (if not the finest) in science-fiction
today are 7ard Noore and Ray Bradbury." Certainly Bradbury
is one of the finest writers we knomw, but he doesn't write
Efzenge-fiction. He dossn't even pretend 1o write sclenge-
fiotion, Of course 1t is all a mtter of definktkloDacces

As for Vard Moore, perhaps I haven't read enough of him,
I would begln riy iist of fine stf writers with nares like
Heinleln and Sturgeon, to mentlon but two.

Thies collaction contains seven reprints (mostly from

Startling Stories), and seven pew stories. The reprints,
first, as followss

Plagliarlst, by Peter Phillips, To re-phrase Shakespeare,
all of the world's In a stage of regimentation. One of the
playera objects to his role, so the other plavers object
to him, Fortunately, there are other worlds, other stageses.
Peter Phillips iIs one of England's finest writers of stf,

(continued)




Ien's Den (continued)

The Ambassadors, by Anthony Boucher, Mars is either

heaven or hell, dependinz cn whehter you are a werewolf or
a wereape! Tigh class comedy relief,

Dream's ¥ind, hy Henry Ruttner, If this nice little
nightmars doesn't glve wou a couple of chills, you have no
imagination, ant should go back to reading westerns!

Ve the People, hy Tard Moore, Mediocre burlesque of
political conventions and politdcos,

Throwback, by Miriam Allen deFord. Another regimented
future tale, but it lacks originality., The dull, conform-
or-die ending left me cold,

Things of Distinctlion, by Crossen himself, He makes no
apologies for including one of his o'm stories, and there's
no reason why he should. A hilarious take-off on the
advertising business. How would you sell hats to creatures
with no heads? That probhlem 1s solved, but the hero is
presented with an even tougher onel

Scarlet Draam, by Cs Le }oOre., A rehash of Shambleau.
I preferred the original, -

The new storlass

, Cyclops, W H, ¥, Reard. Vivid presentation of a
gruesore future, gruesore from our viewpolnt,

The Battle of the S,.+S, by Bruce Elliott, Bhoye
meets Ghorrl....urp! ILa fooey.

The Island of Five Colors, by lartin Gardner, Who
gtarted these Klein bottle endings anyvway?

Pahwr Killaers, by Rose Bedrick Elliott, "ell-written
but not enough plot-o,

Beanstalk, by James Blish, A very hugan "superman®
story. This and Plaglarist are the best in the book,
It's a long one for an anthology too, at least 30,000 wordse

Incubation, by John D, MacDonmald, Still anothor
regimented future tale, but this one has MacDonald's
originality, and the saving grace of a hopeful ending,

Love Story, bWy Christopher Monig, The children of
Ameriea revolt, and get their come-uppance 1in a hilarious
rmannar,e A perfect bullde-up to a "belly laugh® ending,
bringing the hook to a happy conclusion, happy for the
reader, 1f not for the characters involved.

(continued)



Len's Den (continued)
Bﬂl!fgﬁm in §k18§’ by John D, MaocDonald (Greenbergs
Publisher, N%h§. 06 PPy 3275)

As with his Wigg of ihe Dreamers, lMaeDonald's theme

for this novel 1ls the Fortean one that Earth is controlled
by “"duper heings", However, he presents a vastly different
development of this thems,

The protagonist is a bitter, idealistic veteran of
Jorld Var ITT, a man who is trving to bring peace to a
warld on the verge of anothser great war,

Cormunism is dead, Russla has been partitioned into
smal®e r nations, llurope as a whole is dead, and the United
States is now a secondary nation, Pak-India (India, Burma,
Siam, Cevlon and the IMaylay Peninsula) is the top-dog
democraoy, Three Fascist-Iinspired associates--South
America, China, and Irania (Arabia, Heypt, most of Nprth
Africa)--are ready to wage war on Pak-India anvtire,

But there is hope for peace, and that hope is almost
realized in Chapter One, Almost, but not quite, Something
happens which keeps the nations from raking an agreement,
and our hero finds himself battering his head against a
gstone wall, so to speak, Lventually he discovers that it
is not the governments of Iarth who are responsible for man's
failure to avert wars,

You may not like the idea of humanity being controllad
for the purpose of making warsand strife inevitable-~
especlally in this story which favors the controllers?
viewpolintl--hut you will find it exciting ani entertaining
reading, Very vivid writing,

HORSING AROUND "TXTH OPERAS

I suppose you have heard of the new N, Y, stage pro-
duction, Iv Darlin' Aida, which is unto Aida as Carmen Jomes
is unto men, This modern version of Alda takes place
in the 0ld Sooth, I understand, with Verdi's music rearranged,
a similar plot--only Alda is a mulatto slave girl ona
plantation instead of an Tthiopian slave in an Egvtian court.

Now this modernization of classic old oparas is OK, if
it ian't carried to extremes. Brings good music to the
general public's attention; might help to create more
interest in the original operas upon whibh the modern musiecal
sfjows are hased,

But imagine what will happen if everybody and his unole
gstart producing modern versions of operas, The changes &n
the titles alone might be enough to start Mssrs, Verdi,
Puceinni, Mozart, ets., gvrating in their graves,

(continued)




Len's Den (concluded)

I can foresee such titles as Union E?ZEQI 0 4
§g¥§nnah. Naturally if the hero of an opera is a bE%ber,

he's going to be a union man or else,

: javaller Bus%icagg might become Country Manners,
double-billed--as usual--with My Pal Paul Yachy., ;

Don Giovanni could easily be retitled HNaughty %ongnx.
Already we have Carmen Jones--so why not Manon llurphy?

And T suppose La Forza del Destino would become better
known as The Fickle Finger of Fatee....

FANIOURT V AND "TESTDRCON VX

The fifth annual Fanquet, sponsered by the Los Angeles
Sciance-"Fantasy Soclety, will be held at the usual place,
The U nique Cafe in L, A., for the usual reason--to honor
ths new writer who has sold the most during the previous
vear(i.e, 1952)., The winner this vear is Albert Fernhuter.

The Sirth Annual Test Coast Sclence Fiction Conference,
otherwise Jnown as Testercon VI, sponsered this year by
the above mentioned IASH¥S, will be held at the Hotel Cormodore
in L. A.y on the last two davs of lay,

The Fanquet is Saturday evening, February 28, snd
will probably be history by the time you read this, But if
you want information about the Testercon, write to the LASFS
at 1305 7, Ingraham, Los Angeles 14, California,

AT THIS WHITING

whioch ia February 3, 1953, the most recent Outlander
meeting was held here at the Moffatt House, Outlanders and
guests present included Rick Sneary, Stan Woolston, Shirley
Booher, Rory Faulkner, Tendy Ackerman, Vendv's son, Mike,
Porry Ackerman, Ross Rocklyne, Alan and Mary Fershey--and
baby David Martin Fershev, Mras, Rae Hoffatt, Anna and Len
loffatt, Te played %20 Questions", recording same on
wire, (If vou have a wire recorder and want to exchange wires
with the Outlander Society, drop us a line--or a wire, hmmm?)
Taocos, icd ocream, etc, weee merved, Next meeting at "Tool-
stonian Manor in Garden Grove, Calif, '

South Gate in '58}
f-Len Je Moffatt
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THE WONDERFUL DAM-SITE

<
. 3

by Leota Nyhus

A thing of strength, beauty and wonder i1s Hoover dam.
It's gtill Boulder dam to the state of Arizoma. Whatever the
name, it's a mecca for tourists willing to "gize up" an engineer—
ing miracle.

The first sight leaves a lasting impression of Man'sg
ingemity. How, you ask yourself, could mere humansg dare to
harness an untamable river--force it through four tunnels fifty
feet in diameter through solid rock for a mile before returning
it to the river bed--toss up two Coffer dams to keep *he river
bed clear while the preparatory work of scraping a hundred feet
dawn to bedrock wag completed?

This wag the start. Then forms were built and the pour
ing of cement commenced. This pouring kept up for two years with-
out a gtop. The sixteen ton buckets were lowered over the canyon
rim by cabl es that were later to lower whol e rail road cars to the
foot of the dam.

After two years the dam wag 727 feet tall, 650 feet
thick at the base, tapering to 45 feet at the top. A two-lane
highway trgverses the 1280-foot rim.

There are four intake towers each 403 fect high in
niches out 260 feet above the old river bed.

The powerhouse is a V-ghaped structurelat the bade
of the dam on the downstream side. The roof is 435 feet thick to
regist falling rock from the cliffs above.

There are to be 17 generators in all, nine of which
were installed at a cost of two million dollars whenI saw 1t
in1947. 411 construction was compl eted on liarch 1, 1936, two
years in advance of the alotted time.

Lske Mead, created by blocking up water from the
Colorado river, is now 115 miles long and is 585 feet deep at the
dam, The lake has been stocked with bass, perch, catfigh and
trout-—insurance that many a fish story will be told about the
dam.

All in all, this is a remarkable feat for the puny

Homo Sapiens.
-~ the end

In TWS, December 1952, this dam was the local e of Dave Dxyfoos'
"8ign of Homo Sap.”
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by Leota Nvhus

I 1ike Planet, Startling, Wonder, Fantastic?® Cap
Future stories~—malrly because they aren't over my head.

I like to think about the future in terms of {ntexr
planetary travel amd exploration, of other dimensions, time
mechi nes, of intelligent beings on distant worlds. However,
things have to be kept fairly simple; when a story gets too
technical I flourder like a ship on shore.

It 1s not my practice to follow certain authors, as
nO One can write a completely nem characterization ami plot isgsue

af ter 1ssue,

My introduction to ef wag through my brothes. He
hag & large coll ection that overflows three book cases and several
Piles from floor to near ceiling. ~ After reading my firet story,
'"The Golden Atom," I was a confirmed reader. That, needless to

say, Was several years ago.

More recently read was Pat Frark's "Mr, Adam," amd
van Vogt's "Slan."

Both were good but "#lan" emded much too abruptly.
All looge emig should be tied up. No gtory should give the reader
the feeling that the next page is miselng at the erd.

Yes, the reading of these magazines anmd bockg has
given me pleagure ard food for thought, as the announcement on
the radio the other evening about a new gun for degtruction with
sournd waves did. I know_that in some story of s~f a gun with the

same principls was used.?

The i nventors should read more sclence-fiction for
1de&s.

— the end——

*Thig is Fantastic Adventures, not the more recent title dy 2-D.
1. Long emough to forget complete title was "Girl in the Golden

Atom," by Ray Cummings, reprinted in Famous Fantastic oW
I believe.
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2. How many can you name?



PLATITUDES AND ATTITUDES
by Stan Wool gton

A human being is a platitude-making critter. He worders about
somethlng, perhaps investigates, aml makes a decision about it.
After that there's a good chance he will seek reasons £0 up-—
heold hig initial comclusgion. That ig probably why a person's
various beliefs (political amd religious, for example stay
fairly constant year after year.

If the practice of reasoning out things wag practiced there might
be more clearing up of the beliefs that aren't necessarily sound.
Prejudices are habits that are strengthened by indolence and the
constant rememorigzation of old beliefs.

With the war and the post-depression years as an excuse am acti-
vator, a whole school of authors has developed the habit of gpread-
ing gloom arourd. To many of them war and death geem %0 be the
norm, and suspicion the predominating atmogphere. Certain crit-
lcs seem to enjoy these stories of dark thoughts, and give the
authors a pat on the back for their outpourings, labeling it "hon-
est" armd maybe "hag a message." I suppOse they mean the critic
feels a gympathy ard affinity for the views of these writers.

If the story chows people as no more than lusting beasts, amd re-
moves all feeling of purpose in life, then it gets the stamp of
approval of gome of these critics.

Thig reminmdg me of "1984." I never got into this very far; its
grimness somehow hag nothing to relieve its gloompressure. In
other stories of general gloom, such as "Final Blackout" ard "The
Twenty-Fifth Hour, "there were notes of realism and other ¢l ements
that raised thelr tones a bit from utter degradation. (Incident-
ally, I believe "Twenty-Fifth Hour" was published in Famoug Fan-

tagtic Mygteries a few years ago; there are other stories with
e same titl e.) i

In both these stories the matter of the disorientation of a people
is portrayed, but they are understamdable, real--seeming people
begide much of the stuff written by many of the authors. War was
at the heart of the action in both of these stories, aid as a
theme this dan be very powerful. In the latter one the feelirng

of lonliness, with friendships practically urknown amd cannibal-
ism raised t0 a necessity for survival--and I'll probably remem—
ber this until my mind blows a fuse from senility.

In the mood of the world today we hear of the threat of possibly
imminent destruction by a force of atom-bombers, or a plague with
no apparent source grown from germ cul tures for the purpose, or
radioactive dust. The newscasters seem to realise the force of
their dark predictions; they speak very dramatically. They also
geem ford of gspeaking about future war on fereign groum that
will drain away our economic wealth until we retreat into the
nationdl bourmdaries and huddl e there, hoping we won't be attacked,

This sort of thing should warn us, but there is little attempt to
decentralize or to activate a civilian defense organization,
Apparently these dire warnings aren't causing an all-out attempt
to study ard activate the needed defenses if the worse comes
about,




Quite a few of the groaners seem to thirk we have no chance. Amd
1t makes me mad that there isn't more evidence to refute them. We
act as if they were at least partially right., If they are right,
why should we fight? There wouldn't be much chamnce for survival.

Thig attitude is ercouraged by too many people who turn to parrot-
ing doom predictions to hide their feelings of feilure. Some prob-
ably want the country to fail. ¥

If 1t would cauge action to try to prevent some of the predicted
dooms, these views would have some use. Scierce needs doubt ag
& sort of tonic to tone it up, but there is little tonic value in
consgtant bellyaching,

Ie there anything realistic in the idea of a future dictatorghip
that will beat the imdividual into less than dust? Well, maybe.
If there will be a future dictatorship, it would probably have its
roots in our world today.

Always 1t is the individual that tends to fight tyrrany. The in-
dividuali st speaks out forcefully for freedom, ani not as & gift
but as something he is willing to push for. Always--imcluding
now-—there are certain things 1ined up to 1limit his irdividuality.

There 18 censorship of entertai ment, which terds to suggest the
inmdividual isn't grown up enough to moke his own decisions.

There is the use of publicity amd mme-calling as a tool to pre-
vent the individual from speaking out against the policies of "the
goverment.,"

There is rWl e-making for the sake of rule-meking, or possibly as
a8 political tool to guarahtee votes.

All of this, aml the work of the pollsters, secem t0o be anattempt
to group people, ard make them into predictable am thereby control-
lable unitse The attempt to ridicule some people into silence be-
fore they can exprees their own views ard thus have them evaluated
by the public, seems to be a growing craracterlistic in recent years.
These things suggest a totalitarian trcnd to me.

There is & gort of mental gerrymandering going .on by politicos who
attempt to guide our thoughts. o T Ve

If tho persons with imividual viewpoints Were t0 spenl out, it -
would help clit down the influemce of “‘the 1obbylgts ard other org-
anized influence-groups. This wouldn't be a mastexful plan to
golve all the world's problems, but without individual expression
the tendency would grow more amd more in the direction of a gov-

erment class.

Ard to me that would be another system than that under which this
country has operated for the first part of its existarce.

All views expregsed in this article are those of the article's author
at the time of writing, except &g much ag he fumbles all over the
place when trying to put them on etencil. Yep, I'm inclined to
Tewrite it as I go, aml as a result every retyping gives a new

version. But with this stercilling it's set down for poaterigy.
W
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ONE FAN'S OUTLOOK

: by Stan Wool ston

|

ItM SURE you'll be fascinated to learn that "Space" will be the
theme of the Summer program that is to be put on by the local
library here in Yarden Grove in June, July and August. Yep,
science fiction will be the material for the kids that will con-
gregate at the Library for story-reading sessions amd other things.

This weekly program will start before the schools will be out,
armd an influx of new science fiction books are being accumulated
to go along with the interest in things out-of-this-world, The
librarian asked me to lerd her the painting I have by Frark R.
Paul, of two flying balls over a futuristic city. This painting
was used ag a cover pic for Wonder Stories some time in the '30s.

Incidentglly, along with thig program the enrollees will be
given a "gpace pass'! which ig "good for unlimited travel on &all
regular inter~planetary and galactic flights."

Perhaps the librarian will let me stick up signs with such
important messages "FAPA-—where old fang go to die," or "South
Gate in '58." Well, she agged me for advice on the program amd
digplayg, t0 give the library room a suitably science-fictional
air...

A

What About Tomorrow!g Home?

I've been reading for some time how the future home will be
"functional” and "livable", and now I learn that it's to have a
place for the family's hobbies. Amnd that it's suggested the
hobby be made into a paying thirg.

This is progress? I seem to remember that in the early days,
before the "imdustrial revolution" revol ted, the idea of a family
business within the home wasg a common thing,

I'm much more attracted to the idea of the portabl e home-~the
house-trailer. In such a place it would be nice to have an area
for the hobby. If it pays off, ewell. Maybe writing would be
the best passtime for most sf fang; & typewriter wouldn't take
much gpace in the portable house--ard with a mimeo amd a few
other things it would be handy for fampubbing, Yep, I thirk maybe
these hobby~house fans have somethirg.

Amother advantage? There are several., You can get away from
neighbors or lawn-mowing simply by driving away. And this would
be an excellent angwer to the visiting relative probl em.

With modern trailers the ventillation is good, so if your hobby
is making home brew it should be safe enough. Or maybe a safer
hobby would be shrirking heads, or binding books in human gkln,
With a 1ittle tool-work you could build a dome atop the trailer
amd convert it into a stargazing lookoutwgpot--~0r for looking
for flying saucers.

o (conti nued)




Why Not a Convention Trailer?

If you owned a trailer it should be easy to follow the con-
ferences arourmd the country, if you arranged your business to
be of a traveling mature. A salesman could probebly fim the
opporturities were fascinating, If you hauled a bunch of fen
to the annual convention the trip coming and going could be as
interesting asg the meeting itself. (This might entail a lurge
trailer with built-in burks and a few gleeping-bags.) This is
my reaction at reading the Bob Tucker portable convention \
hotel plan,

I believe that the idea of the convention belng rotated from
place to place is a good one, but some of the details might be
shifted. For example, why not rent a circus tent armd have a
convention therein? With place for parking and trailers, I
forsee a pogsible future with fanclubs working to buy a car
ard traeiler, to drive to the 10t reserved for the convention.
Naeturally this suggests the "costume party" be the first thing
of the convention; the congregated fon would lead it off with a
parade down the main street of the town we picked for the slte
of the convention, This would help the public get in the mood;
I susgpect o few local sciemce-fiction indoctrinated kids might
stow away in the truck used to haul the portable circus tent
from place to place, site to site, year after year.

Some of the hotels amd eating places, after a convention,

gripe about the way fans don!'t pour out the money as some

other convention-givers do. So I esuggest that the excess convent-
ion money this year be turned over to a committee to buy a circus
tent amd other sultable equipment. Who needs a hotel?

In the current (June) Fanta nd Science Fiction is & story by
the young Mr., Con Pedereon, wh%—}ust appens to be one of my
fellow-Qutlamders and an ex-member of FAPA., And soon, I hear,
the first issue of Pﬁ_ﬁl Science Fiction will be out, am g0
perhaps amother Outlamer's story will see the 1ight of day.
Anna Slnclare Moffatt gold the story months ago. Con Pederson
gold h story years ago. So now the number of Outlanders who
nave nad things published on other than local scale number 6 Or 73
Anna will be the seventh,

§666666666§666660666666696658686656

What'g the Civilian Defenge Picture?

I worder if any FAPAns know anything personally about the civ—
ilian defense problems and accomplishments in their digtrict? In

this region I hear 1ittle about it, outside of a few radio programs

from Los Argeles ard several rebroadcasts of an Arthur Godfrey
program mentiord ng the possibility of bombing any city in the U.S.
in a few hours after entering the country over : Washington state.
A few articles showed that the British are working out schools

for future rescue squads--which is a good thing, but not in thisg
country. Apparently the British are working out basic plans to
rush in squads from surrounding towns 1f thelr large cities are
bombed-—-ard I would like to see that disgcussed amd practiced here.
Guess I'd better check up on the state of civilian defense by go—
ing to a meeting at the nearby county seat, of the organization....



